
 

CWC/WV                                                                                            1                                                                              MARCH  2010 

  

 

 

  Many active CWC writers belong to a critique 

group that reviews and offers helpful suggestions on 

compositions or poetry.   Most critique groups in our 

car-oriented society meet in a home,  face-to-face. 

Unable to drive a car for 15 years,  I found meeting in 

local critique groups to be impractical. 

 A few years ago a freelance writer I met on 

the Internet put me in touch with the Internet 

Writing Workshop - a totally online collection of 

critique groups whose membership extends all 

around the globe.  It is the oldest continuous 

writers' group on the Internet. Membership is 

free. 

  Since I joined the IWW my writing has im-

proved steadily every year.  I have good friends in 

this virtual group and we often chat online in our 

different cities in different countries:  India, Eng-

land, Germany, China, Australia and many loca-

tions in Canada and the United States. 

 It's very stimulating for a house bound writer to 

have a huge collection of friends who are also skilled 

writers in the English language.  (The poor writers or 

those with little English skills or little tolerance for 

critiques don't last long in the IWW.) 

 The administrators of the IWW  keep an eye on 

the discussions and the different critique groups.  We 

have had no problems with viruses or spam. 

 If you are interested in this virtual workshop, 

here's the url of the primary site:  

http://www.internetwritingworkshop.org/  

 The Internet Writers Workshop started up a 

blog this year.  Check out  this url to view recent 

published work by our many members: 

http://internetwritingworkshop.blogspot.com/ 

Tell them Kathy Highcove sent you.  Theyõll know me. 

                                                            - KH 
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  Corinne Copnick 
wears many hats, in the 
figurative sense.   She's a 
writer, author and per-
former in radio, television, 
films and stage.  This Los 
Angeles resident may be 
seventy something, but  
she has the vitality of  a 
woman half that age . 

 Her  recent  book, 
Cryo Kid: Drawing a New 
Map, was given finalist 
status in the 2009 National 
Indie Awards of Excel-
lence.   Here is a brief 
synopsis of the plot found 
in Copnick's  own website :  
Cryo Kid: Drawing a New 
Map  is an exploration in-
spired by true experi-
enceé. Her own grand-
daughter, the Cryo Kid of 
the title, seven years old in 

2007, came into being 
through an anonymous 
donor from a sperm bank.   

 The Cryo Kid explores 
the growing relevance of 
sperm banks for today's 
career women who have 
postponed motherhood 
and consequently experi-
enced fertility issues. 

 At our next meeting  
Copnick will speak on the 
future of  publishing,   her 
own books and projects, 
and give tips for our aspir-
ing authors.  She will also 
share her  writing disci-
pline and publishing and 
marketing experiences.  
There may be time for 
questions.   

 Get ready for a stimu-
lating hour in the Katzen-

berg Room on March 6th. 
Hold on to your hats!  

For additional background 
info on Ms. Copnick:  

ccopnick@earthlink.net    

And for more information on 
the Cryo Kid: 

www.cryokid.com   
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Submission Guidelines  

1. Try to submit a work  two weeks in advance of pub-
lication.  

2. Poems should be of moderate length. I edit to keep 
stanzas in the original form submitted.   

3. Prose up to 400 words fills about a half page.  
Longer pieces need most or all of a  page.  Itõs help-
ful to the editors if your prose submission is edited 
down to below 1000 words.   Use Spellcheck before 
submission. Check for tense  uniformity.  

4. The editor reserves the right to accept or reject  any  
work submitted.   Space might be limited and the 
omission based on editing difficulties.  

5. Be advised that the editor may need to make minor 
changes in text to reduce a documentõs size or cor-
rect grammatical  or spelling errors.  

6. Works not used may be stored and used in a future 
issue of  InFocus.  

 

 As 
the months go by, I continue to learn 
new editing techniques and format al-
ternatives.  Thatõs why Iõm now appear-
ing on page 2 along with some other 
features formerly found on the last page.  Why the 
changes?  I want to be sure that my message is up front 
and center for the coming months.  This issueõs theme is 
luck.  Good luck, bad luck, and in between luck.   Sur-
prises and lucky breaks are retold in the March stories by 

our contributors. 

 The  April issue will honor poetry month and poets.  
April is National Poetry Month.  In Focus will feature an 
article on a recent poet laureate and will display poems 
by past and present members.  If you want to have a 
poem appear in the April issue, or if youõve written a lim-

erick, send it to me at khighcove@yahoo.com 

 April is also known for April Foolõs Day.  Letõs have 
a sampling of humor from our membership.  We all 

could use a good laugh as we prepare those tax forms.   

 Remember to send notice if you have a special an-
nouncement of publication or performance or a public 
honor that involves your writing skills and the submission 

guidelines.   All for now,  Kathy 
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