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 You may be familiar 

with the reality television 

genre.  How about reality 

journalism?  Our CWC/WV 

members will have a dose of 

investigative (reality) journal-

ism with this month's speaker 

Geri Spieler, a savvy re-

searcher and non-fiction 

writer.    

 Ms. Spieler has written 

articles for the Los Angeles 

Times, was a featured corre-

spondent for the San Fran-

cisco Chronicle, and was pub-

lished in Westways magazine 

and Forbes. She founded and 

edited Electronic Commerce 

News, a technology journal 

published by Phillips Business 

Information, which led to a six 

year assignment as a Research 

Director and Analyst for the 

Gartner Group, an interna-

tional technology advising 

company.   

 She has chosen as her 

topic, "Writing Non-Fiction 

That Reads Like a Novel."   

Ms. Spieler plans to touch on 

Internet secrets, such as how 

to weed out truth from misin-

formation when researching.  

 Our speaker used pains-

taking research to unearth new 

information in Taking Aim at 

the President: The Remark-

able Story of the Woman who 

Shot Gerald Ford.  

 Geri Spieler is a reporter 

who knew how to carry 

through with productive re-

search and how to fulfill her 

legal responsibilities to the 

perpetrator, the victim, the 

principals' friends and fami-

lies, the readers of her article, 

and the publisher who hired 

her services.    

 This  knowledgeable 

journalist  will share her  var-

ied professional experiences 

with our CWC/WV member-

ship. Those  writers with a 

strong interest in non-fiction 

writing should come prepared 

to take notes.    

 We will provide paper 

and pens if needed.  Handouts 

will also be provided by the 

speaker. 

 More information about 

our speaker  available at  

www.gerispieler.com 
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   When I was a 
lad, an exhilarating 
moment upon enter-
ing a new grade level 

was receiving my 
new textbooks.   
I remember the brightly 
colored and illustrated 
hardboard covers, the 
weight of the book in my 
hands and - especially - 
the intoxicating aroma of 
ink on new paper in the 
freshly opened pages.   

 The publishing 

world continually 
changes.  The newest 
assaults on my bookish 
childhood memories 
come in the form of "e -
books" (or e -books) - a 
typically trendy internet -
spawned term for 
"electronic books."  Ac-
cording to Wikipedia, 
the e -book is defined as 
"an electronic version of 

(Continued on page 3) 

                                   

Follow your bliss and the 

universe will open doors 

where there were only 

walls.  

            Joseph Campbell  
 

http://www.gerispieler.com
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 Our January speaker  Gerald Schiller 

is a busy man.  He is published in several 

formats:  scripts for educational documen-

taries, reviews, poems, children's lit and 

articles for magazines.  

 Remember the Fedco California his-

tory articles?    If so, you read stories by 

Gerald Schiller.  The Fedco gig resulted in   

enough stories for a book!  Presto -  True 

Stories of Old California appeared in book 

stores with the help of a small publisher, 

Intercontinental Publishing, Inc.  The col-

lection of historical stories proved popular 

and still sells several years later. 

 "A writer should be flexible and 

work with a publisher if they're a legiti-

mate organization and want to publish 

your work," advised  Schiller.   

 Schiller's books were built with 

painstaking research.   Before the appear-

ance of the Internet connections we use 

today, Schiller  researched long hours in 

libraries.  "A writer must be willing to put 

in the time and get the work done."    

 Schiller has written both non-fiction 

and fiction.  His children's book The Dog 

That Belonged to No One has found young 

readers in steady numbers.   Our speaker 

reminded his audience that there is a rea-

son that Disney wheels out the same ani-

mated hits at regular intervals.  "Children's 

authors have a permanent market of new 

readers each year." But Schiller also writes 

for the big folks.  He found new creative 

inspirations in adult fiction, such as the 

thriller, Death Underground. 

    Advice from Gerald Schiller:  ñUse 

Writers Market to begin a search for a 

publication that needs your articles.  Let 

your mind soar 

over possible 

topics.  Some-

where a maga-

zine, newspaper 

or ezine waits 

for your article,ò 

Schiller assured 

us.   He asked 

our group, 

"What are your 

interests?  Any 

topic you can 

think of  is likely to have a matching pub-

lication in either hard press or ezine style.    

Be willing to work for a successful effort.ò 

 Persistence is the key to writing suc-

cess. Our speaker urged our writers to 

keep working and submit constantly.   

For more info:  geraldaschiller.com     

  

 

 

My grandmother, Lillian 
Rodich, is my biggest role 
model and, hands down, 
one of the most important 
people in my life.  She is my 

go-to person to share laughs, to 
get advice and to gain perspective on everything.   A for-
mer school teacher, she is now a prolific writer and pub-
lisher, dancer, lover of the theater and all other art forms 
and an utterly adored friend, mother, and grandmother. I 
do not have words strong enough to express how much I 
love, respect and admire her.  In honor of her birthday 
today, I share some of the lessons on success that I've 
learned from her over the years:  
1) It's never too late to start:   My grandmother started 
writing in earnest in her 60s, after she retired as a school 
teacher.  She has written countless works, including 
books of poems, short stories, essays and more.  She leads 
several writing groups and has been involved in the pub-
lication of multiple anthologies. She picked up folk danc-
ing in her late 50s and continues to participate in several 
dance groups and teach a weekly class. Whenever anyone 
tells me they're too old to start something, I always tell 
them about my grandmother.   

2) Embrace technology:  My grandmother has used a com-
puter for as long as I can remember and actively uses 
Facebook and Skype, among other sites. She does not ap-
proach technology with fear, but rather sees this moment 
in time as a rennaissance of sorts.  

 
3) Love yourself and allow yourself to be loved:   My late 
grandfather loved my grandmother passionately through-
out his life. Her current gentleman friend has come to 
love her deeply as well. Both loves are completely inspir-
ing! My grandmother's trick?   She loves herself.   She 
takes care of herself and her own needs honestly and un-
abashedly, thus making herself open to the love of others 
as well. Before getting off the phone, she makes me prom-
ise that I am taking care of myself, too.  
 
4) Be a good friend: When it comes to being a good friend, 
my grandmother is my biggest role model. She has more 
friends than anyone I know and they are deep, fun and 
fulfilling friendships.   Beyond just remembering birth-
days, she is great about remembering all sorts of special 
occasions that are important to her friends and often com-
memorates them with beautiful hand -made cards.   
 
5) Pay it forward: From writing to dancing to jewelry and 
T-shirt making, whatever skills my grandmother has 
picked up she has been incredibly generous about sharing 
them with her friends and peers.   If she is successful at 
something, she wants everyone to be successful at it as 
well! Moreover, she has an uncanny ability to help people 
work through their self doubt and fear of being creative.  
 
These are just a few of many lessons in success at life that 
I've learned from my grandmother. I look forward to 
learning even more from her over the coming years. She 
says she'll worry about getting old when she is 100.  

By Alexis Rodich  Reprinted from  Washington Post 01/7/10     

Lillian and Alexis Rodich 

 

http://geraldaschiller.com

